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CydacHO! TIOOMHH 710 TYXOBHOTO XHUTTA 1 MOAUTHROCTI HOTO 3A1HCHEHHS.

Rak O.M,
EPONYM IN MEDICIN AND ITS EDUCATIONAL APPLICATION
The Department of the Foreign Languuges
Higher State Educational Establishment
" Bukovinian State Medical University”

The eponym in its narrow sense is the borrowing of the proper name of an individual or
scientist — inventor or discoverer — who is associated with a referent. By means of this method we
may conveniently introduce a new referent (discovery, instrument. theory, disease, syndrome} in
specialized language which will be subsequently recognized by experts-speakers who use 1t, thus
paying tribute to a member of a community who has invented or discovered something important.

Objective of our study is systemic description of onymic medical vocabulary from the
English and TFrench languages, investigation of peculiarities of formation and functioning of
proprietary units in medical term system of the above languages. The following tasks are supposed
to be solved in accordance with the objective: to find specific signs of onyms and determine their
status in the national linguistic systems of English and French. Dictionaries and encyclopedias of
linguistic area studies, manuals and references. and other collections of proper names,
professionally-directed social and political essays were used as the material of the study. The
following methods were applied: classification and systematizing, descriptive, comparative,
quantitative calculation, etc.

Our study highlighted the reference role of proper names used in medical terminology.
Some eponymous terms have cultural. religious. national, and other connotations. The use of the
proper name, proper name or toponym. 1s shown to be a direct denominative reference act that is
not free of semantic ambiguities or errors when the referent was initially attributed (disease,
instrument, theory, ctc.) to the surname of a scholar who is not always the true discoverer. In
addition, the denominational nature of the eponymous terms sometimes results in occurrence of
synonyms much more descriptive and neutral. This explains the low frequency of eponyms in
within these two frames. Internationally, English speaking and French speaking medical specialists
limit their use of eponymous terms, even if they persist in daily professional communications.
However, the use of eponymous terms reflects the chronology of the history of the discipline and in
some cases uses the suffix derivation. It the use of eponymous terms is not always encouraged by
the professor of the specialty because of their too vague and confusing nature, it is up to the
specialist language teacher to give exercises facilitating a better memorization of eponymous terms,
useful for medical and paramedical personnel, who can thus constitute a personal cultural baggage
by becoming tamiliar with the suffix derivation as well as with the semantic ambiguities resulting
from the use of these terms.

Therefore and despite the disadvantages they have eponymous appellations are still used in
an ordinary way because they give a little "humanity" to the terminology that tends to be more and
more dehumanized in the sense of a gradual forgetting of the surnames of individuals who have
contributed to the establishment of science as an international phenomenon.
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