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Stoliar D.B. 

TOPOGRAPHIC AND ANATOMICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 

TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT DURING THE THIRD TRIMESTER OF PRENATAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

Department of Histology, Cytology and Embryology 

Bukovinian State Medical University 

Introduction. In spite of significant advancements and the rapid progress in dental 

technologies, there is still a number of unresolved issues pertaining to the structures of the 

dentoalveolar system. The temporomandibular joint (TMJ) stands out as a particularly crucial 

structure in this context. The inadequate development of the TMJ can result in changes to facial 

contour, defects, degeneration or hypertrophy of the masticatory and mimic muscles along with 

disruptions in swallowing, chewing, and occlusion. 

The aim of study was to examine the anatomical features of the TMJ during the third 

trimester of intrauterine development.  

Material and methods. The research utilized four fetal samples with a parietal-calcaneal 

length ranging from 301.0 to 450.0 mm. Several methods, such as morphometry, craniometry, 

macro- and micropreparation, computed tomography, and statistical analysis, were employed in the 

study. 

Results. In the third trimester of intrauterine development, the measurements for cranial 

parameters are as follows: head circumference (along the line from the glabella, parietal tubercles, 

and external occipital tubercle) is 291.83±28.07 mm; biparietal diameter (between the parietal 

tubercles) is 77.91±7.08 mm; cranial length (sagittal distance between glabella and external 

occipital tubercle) is 95.91±8.77 mm; facial breadth (transverse distance between the proximal 

points of the zygomatic arch) is 68.58±6.14 mm; facial height (distance between the nasal point and 

the lowest point of the mandible) is 45.16±4.48 mm. During the course of the third trimester, the 

majority of morphometric parameters exhibit a consistent and gradual increase. 

Conclusions. There was a notable acceleration in growth for certain measurements, with 

head circumference experiencing a more intensive increase during the 28th, 29th, and 30th weeks, 

cranial length showing accelerated growth on the 28th, 29th, and 35th weeks, and biparietal diameter 

exhibiting a more rapid increase on the 30-31st and 35-36th weeks. Conversely, the majority of 

craniometric parameters in neonates demonstrate a consistent and even progression. By the 38th 

week, there is a more pronounced acceleration in the increase of head circumference. In the early 

neonatal period all craniometric parameters show growth, indicating an enlargement of the overall 

bony cranial mass, mandible and an increase in the size of the temporomandibular joint. 
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RESULTS OF MORPHOLOGICAL AND DENSITOMETRIC DIAGNOSTICS OF BONE 

TISSUE OF THE ARTICULAR PROCESSES OF THE MANDIBLE 

Department of Histology, Cytology and Embryology 

Bukovinian State Medical University  

Introduction. Separate morphological descriptions of articular processes are found only in 

the study of the temporomandibular joint or the posterior group of the masseter muscles. However, 

with the development of reconstructive surgery as an indirect requirement of martial law in our 

country, there has been an increase in the demand for understanding anatomical variability of not 

only the macrostructure but also the structure of bone tissue, which depends on the influence of 

factors that ensure its mineralization. Updated results of clinical observations confirm the 

importance of understanding the anatomical features of the articular processes in achieving a proper 

anatomical reduction of the lower jaw during surgical planning, which becomes the method of 

choice, reduces the time of surgery, and provides a post-clinical prognosis. 

The aim of the study was to diagnose early manifestations of morphological and 

densitometric changes in the bone structure of the articular processes of the mandible depending on 

the loss of the masticatory group of teeth in people of the first and second periods of adulthood. 


